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of Nations were in full swing, and despite much popular de-
mand in the world for a peaceful solution of outstanding dif-
ficulties it soon became clear that the aggressive Powers grew
only more aggressive as they forcibly rectified their griev-
ances.

Linked closely with this refusal to allow any international
control of armaments or compulsory arbitration between
States was the refusal to deal with the economic grievances of
the Have-not States. The demand for the redistribution of
colonies was motivated in part by considerations of power
politics, but it had a legitimate basis in the growing autarchy
of the empire-owning States of the world, which were not
prepared to share the empire markets and raw materials
which they controlled. So vested interests were thrown into
the scale against any constructive actions, while at the same
time the fear of revolution blinded the judgment of many of
those in responsible positions. It can thus be said that the
failure of the League of Nations was due to this refusal of the
governments of the Great Powers to face up to the necessity
of limiting national sovereignty if any effective international
organization was to be created which would ensure peace.

The Labour Party is determined that the lessons of the
last peace shall be learnt. The hatred of war is far more pro-
nounced during the present conflict than it was in 1914-18;
determination to establish a peace which cannot be broken
is even more emphatic than before. If this desirable end is
to be achieved, what kind of new international order can be
set up which will avoid the difficulties and mistakes of the
League of Nations? Most thinking men and women will agree
that any new international organization set up after the
peace must be one which means business; it therefore follows
that it should start off by including only the powers which
are agreed upon a certain number of essentials. Far better to
have a small League working well and so attracting other
Powers to it than one which can be destroyed from within by
the treachery of would-be wrong-doers. The Labour Party
takes the view that agreement by a State to some limitation
of sovereignty should be an essential prelude for entrance to
any new League.